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prompt in its action and very equitable. Above
all, it thoroughly understands the people it deals
with, their language and method of thought, and
it is not likely to err through a misunderstanding
of the village conditions.

Each village is complete in itself with its caste
system and customs; and in its completion it is
invulnerable to the shafts of the socialist pro-
pagandist But its isolation destroys to a great
extent interdependence between itself and other
villages. In spite of its marvellous internal
cohesion, it cannot join with other villages in
promoting a common cause. To form a big
labour party or a strong trades1 union, the various
castes would have to be broken up and the village
disintegrated. Caste would have to be abolished,
and the despised sweeper and shoemaker admitted
to the same privileges as those enjoyed by the
blacksmith, carpenter, and mason.

Although the Hindu enjoys a very ancient
system of home rule, the day of social equality is
still very far distant from rural India*
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